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Combatants’ issues and prospects in modern medical law 
under pandemic and post-pandemic conditions
Problemas y perspectivas del derecho médico moderno para combatientes 
en tiempos de pandemia y post-pandemia

AbstrAct. This article aims to identify the current issues affecting armed conflict participants and their pros-
pects within modern medical law in pandemic and post-pandemic times. Theoretical foundations, supported 
by the dialectical method, were used to study and outline the current international humanitarian law and 
modern medical law problems challenging combatants. The formal legal and comparative methods abetted 
suggesting directions for the combatants’ medical and human rights to rehabilitation in a context of global 
changes and social transformations in pandemic and post-pandemic times. Ultimately, combatants’ interrelat-
ed challenges and prospects in these times involve financial, social, medical, and legal components requiring 
modernizing the rehabilitation system. Thus, an effective policy regarding participants in hostilities will ensure 
a common national policy that protects every member of society.
Keywords: combatants, victims, medical law, patient rights, rehabilitation.

resumen. Este artículo pretende identificar los problemas actuales que afectan a los participantes en los conflic-
tos armados y sus perspectivas dentro del derecho médico moderno en tiempos de pandemia y post-pandemia. 
Se utilizaron fundamentos teóricos, apoyados por el método dialéctico, para estudiar y esbozar los problemas 
actuales de derecho internacional humanitario y derecho médico moderno que afectan a los combatientes. Los 
métodos jurídicos formales y comparativos permitieron sugerencias sobre sus derechos médicos y humanos a la 
rehabilitación en el contexto de los cambios globales y las transformaciones sociales en tiempos de pandemia y 
pospandemia. Se concluye que los retos y perspectivas interrelacionados de los combatientes en estos tiempos 
implican componentes financieros, sociales, médicos y legales, que requieren la modernización del sistema de 
rehabilitación. Así, una política eficaz que ampare a los participantes en hostilidades garantiza una política 
nacional común que protege a todos los miembros de la sociedad.       
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Introduction 
A non-conservative field of law, Medical Law, represents the results of its research con-
cerning quite important issues. Its focus is on humans, as one of every country’s main val-
ues, to be protected and regulated by legally supported models represented by legal rules. 
Although modern times, which can be referred to as pandemic and even post-pandemic 
times, have revealed unidentified problems for humankind and states, the core issues re-
main traditionally well-known for jurisprudence due to its regulatory-protective internal 
nature. Medical Law can be understood as an interdisciplinary field of law that regulates 
the rights and duties of doctors and their patients and the protection of their interests and 
legal possibilities in the process of medical service. Thus, concerning armed conflicts par-
ticipants’ medical treatment, Medical Law can be defined as an interdisciplinary branch 
of law that controls the medical services and rights provided to military personnel by 
doctors and nurses, their duties, and implementation of services to the mentioned group. 
At the same time, because state medicine representatives mainly provide the mentioned 
service, it can be understood as state medical service for participants of the armed conflict, 
requiring not just the regulation of the rights, duties, and protection of the military but 
extending to medical personnel.

It is worth noting that states respect and enforce the Geneva Convention (I) for the 
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field in 
all circumstances (International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], 1949). This state 
policy’s priority is developing and adopting a medical and psychological rehabilitation 
program for combat veterans based on fundamental economic calculations. The institu-
tions involved in this activity must consolidate their efforts to create a medical, social, and 
psychological rehabilitation program based on complex scientific research (Pantielieieva et 
al., 2020). The theory of post-conflict peacebuilding addresses the issue of rehabilitation 
and reintegration of ex-combatants as a necessary reform required by the security sector 
to minimize future threats and relieve society from the fear of future war (Thalpawila, 
2015). For example, rehabilitation measures at the level of districts of the Kyiv region in 
inpatient medical institutions are effective today. However, they need to be improved in 
terms of physical, psychological, and social adaptation (Matiash et al., 2017). Currently, 
military medicine is essential, given the increase of military conflicts worldwide. To better 
guarantee the success of modern warfare and increase the troops’ combat effectiveness 
more scientifically, strengthening the development of military medical research on bat-
tlefield internal medicine is an imperative military medical task (Liu et al., 2021). Also, 
there are several issues regarding women combatants and women in the military serving in 
theaters of war that need deliberation. Of these issues, medical problems are a significant 
component (Mathai & Kalra, 2018).
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In times of pandemic, the global community has got one more reason for its internal 
differently directed changes to quickly react for its further existence and development in 
the fight against COVID-2019 (Myronets et al., 2020a). At the same time, modern law is 
faced with complex new pandemic-related challenges; this generates the urgent necessity 
for jurisprudence to manifest its internal, unseen potential to solve the mentioned prob-
lems and outline the direction for human survival and development. In modern times, 
medical law has increasingly become the instrument of the mentioned process to offer an 
adequate legal response to current demands and determine further prospects in this area. 
This branch of law especially obtains its updating in conditions of military conflicts in 
different parts of the world in pandemic times. This circumstance increases the topicality 
of our research concerning the combatants’ current issues and prospects through modern 
medical law in times of COVID-19 and the post-pandemic reality.

Thus, considering the previous, modern medical law has to be in line with the legal 
needs of military medicine and requirements of reality. Therefore, the purpose of the 
article is to determine the current issues and prospects of combatants in modern medical 
law in pandemic and post-pandemic conditions. To achieve this aim, we must perform 
the following tasks: 

1. Consider the theoretical-legal fundamentals of combatants in modern medical 
law and their rehabilitation; 

2. Analyze the current state, issues, and challenges for combatants in modern 
medical law in current conditions; 

3. Investigate the particularities and indicate the combatants’ prospects in modern 
medical law and their rehabilitation in pandemic and post-pandemic reality. 

The mentioned tasks are to investigate the subject of the article, combatants in mod-
ern medical law, considering the legally regulated relations and activity in the sphere of 
combatants in current medical law and their rehabilitation that represent the object of 
the paper. The topics in the paper and the selection of references are predisposed and 
aimed to perform the listed tasks and analyze their results to reach the paper’s purpose. To 
achieve the paper’s aim, we used general-scientific and special-legal methods of cognition. 
Using the dialectical method, we investigated the theoretical background and combatants’ 
current issues involving modern medical law and outlined the modern challenges con-
cerning this issue. The formal-dogmatic method contributed to developing the authors’ 
explanation of combatants in modern medical law and their rehabilitation in pandemic 
and post-pandemic conditions. Formal-legal and comparative methods allowed suggest-
ing the directions of combatants’ prospects in modern medical law and their rehabili-
tation in conditions of global changes and social transformations under pandemic and 
post-pandemic times.
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Fundamentals of understanding combatants in modern medical law
In COVID-2019 times, the sphere of medical law interests, as a branch of law, was en-
riched by the protection of patients’ rights suffering from the virus and its consequences. 
However, when the activity is connected with subjects participating in military conflicts, 
it opens the possibility to a scientific discussion concerning the protection of their rights, 
freedoms, and interests as combatants by modern medical law. The current focus of med-
ical law includes differently directed issues. 

Patients’ legal status, social support, protection of their legal possibilities, provide 
them the possibility to participate in a variety of programs generated by new technologies 
and scientific achievements, experimental types of treatment are just some of the men-
tioned examples. At the same time, there are issues of multidisciplinary nature that unite 
medicine, law, and even morality; for instance, positive and negative reproduction rights, 
euthanasia, and transplanting. Even more, national rehabilitation systems of combat 
veterans require a change of paradigm following the modern international approaches, 
standards, and practices (Pantielieieva et al., 2020). 

At the same time, due to the urgent need to discover the nature of combatants’ 
problems in pandemic times and the post-pandemic reality to suggest possible direc-
tions for their solution, modern medical law should investigate almost all the compo-
nents of its subject of legal regulation regarding combatants as a specific kind of patient. 
Furthermore, in COVID-19 and post-COVID-19 times, the safety environment in this 
area must be supported by modern legislation concerning legal technologies as regulato-
ry-protective instruments used by national governments and involve international organ-
izations (Myronets et al., 2021). Therefore, the core of the mentioned instruments used 
must be reflected in efficient medical law regulations concerning combatants.

In particular, armed conflict participants must be treated humanely and cared for 
by the Party to the conflict in whose power it may be, without any adverse distinction 
founded on sex, race, nationality, religion, political opinions, or any other similar criteria. 
Any attempts on their lives, or violence to their persons, shall be strictly prohibited. In 
particular, they shall not be murdered or exterminated, subjected to torture or biological 
experiments; they shall not willfully be left without medical assistance and care; nor shall 
conditions exposing them to contagion or infection be created (ICRC, 1949). Even with 
their consent, it is particularly prohibited to carry out:

(a) physical mutilations; 
(b) medical or scientific experiments; 
(c) removal of tissue or organs for transplantation… (ICRC, 1977a). 

Also, all persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to take part in 
hostilities, whether or not their liberty has been restricted, are entitled to respect for their 
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person, honor and convictions, and religious practices. They shall, in all circumstances, be 
treated humanely, without any adverse distinction (ICRC, 1977b).

Taking into account the Geneva Conventions and its protocols, providing the 
wounded and sick access to health services during military operations is a requirement. 
This provision extends to the obligation to provide restorative care and rehabilitation, 
including mental health, including the requirements to maximize the fitness of the armed 
forces through garrison healthcare before deployment. Thus, the state’s obligations to 
provide healthcare to armed forces personnel and veterans are multidirectional. They in-
clude a legal regulative component, a supportive financial component, and an education 
component training doctors in the appropriate treatment for armed conflicts participants.

Theoretical thoughts concerning combatants’ status in modern medical law are 
based on the changing current reality of COVID-19. The entire world was unprepared 
to appropriately respond to such a challenge that became deadly in its consequences for 
many people, including military personnel. Combatants’ status is complicated because 
they combine three components simultaneously as specific subjects in the area of mod-
ern medical law. Firstly, they are in the status of ordinary patients, perhaps with specific 
needs. Secondly, their needs are based on specific requirements concerning the medical 
treatment of COVID-19 patients. Thirdly, being combatants, they combine the first and 
the second components and represent themselves as a specific category of people who 
need medical treatment during their military activity and even after that, when they are 
in reserve. 

What is more, the combatants’ medical treatment may include their recovery after 
psychical and physical injury and even loss of body parts. However, even if there is neither 
mental nor bodily damage, the medical help may be concentrated on supporting combat-
ants’ as COVID-19 patients. In this regard, the character of the medical support of nature 
must be different depending on the following three possible variants. In the first case, a 
combatant experience infection during military activity. Secondly, military personnel in 
reserve may fall ill to COVID-19 outside of military duties. Thirdly, a civilian may go 
through the mentioned infection and endure the consequences of its negative influence 
before the beginning of the military career. 

All of the mentioned variants require a specific approach by the medical personnel. 
According to the current protocols, the first two variants are more traditional and focused 
on direct medical treatment. However, the third variant requires a specific form of health 
monitoring, given the largely unknown nature of negative consequences expression of the 
COVID-19. Regardless, even under current conditions, combatants must be understood 
as people with specific needs and requirements because they all have syndromes related to 
their military involvement. 
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Post-combat syndromes have arisen after all major wars over the last century, and 
we can predict that they will continue to appear after future conflicts. However, their 
form cannot be accurately forecasted, as they are molded by the changing health fears 
and the nature of warfare itself. They have proved notoriously challenging to treat mainly 
because veterans and their physicians were often in disagreement about causation (Jones, 
2006). As a result of the psychological rehabilitation program’s activities, not only are 
the military service person’s professional qualities being developed, so is a well-differ-
entiated professional image of the world. In the future, it will be possible to predict 
the events of one’s own life, avoid unwanted situations for self-realization, develop the 
socio-psychological environment according to their own plan, and play a leading role 
in relations with others (Prykhodko, 2018). Modern medical law must be involved in 
the mentioned processes by its regulatory-protective orientation on combatants. Indeed, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has shown a light on the abject failure of some government 
responses to the pandemic, from slow reaction to the crisis to inability to enforce rules 
(Ibrahim Shire, 2020).

COVID-19
The modern pandemic reality created a new activity reality for combatants worldwide. In 
a way, it is possible to emphasize that COVID-19 became not just a common problem 
for humankind and a challenge for medicine in general; it became an additional burden 
for combatants and an additional constant threat to their lives. Thus, these non-ordinary 
conditions require an extraordinary response from the side of the law. This need may 
be appropriately formulated by medical law as one of its branches. If legislators truly 
understand the mentioned facts, it is possible to create an efficient legislative regulation 
in this sphere. 

In pandemic times, we can use legal instruments to regulate and protect combatants’ 
rights, interests, and freedoms and simplify procedures to implement their legal possibil-
ities. Therefore, the structure must be effective regarding this issue to protect combatants 
and people whose interests are protected by their military activity for the pandemic and 
even post-pandemic times. Thus, states can provide an effective general national policy to 
protect every member of their societies. 

Every country should focus its combatants’ protection in the COVID-2019 reality 
in several directions. The first one is the financial-social support of combatants, including 
state funding, dwelling, and work-search programs for this group. The second one in-
volves medical treatment according to so-called COVID-2019 protocols and the possibil-
ity of implementing positive and negative reproductive rights, requiring transplant needs 
of different nature. Also, modern states must offer appropriate provisions for euthanasia 
and decision-making policies concerning combatants’ body organs according to select 
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programs. Finally, the third component involves specific programs for psychical traumas 
and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

Medical law, by its essence, develops untraditional themes and investigates the pos-
sibility of their legal regulation. COVID-19 generated once again the urgent need to 
discuss combatants’ legal status, juridical ordering of their possibility to satisfy tradi-
tional and non-traditional needs and protect the rights of military conflicts adequately. 
Modern science, including juridical, must accept the changing environment of human-
kind’s functioning. A specific “pandemic” type of regulation is required in these current 
pandemic times. 

Even after collective immunity and vaccination, the environment will never be 
pre-pandemic; it will be post-pandemic and include the new requirements to regulate 
its participants’ relations. On the one hand, the previous creates a new state policy vision 
regarding medical treatment in general, on the other, and the recovery of combatants as 
COVID-patients. Therefore, the entire medical care and support system of active partic-
ipants in military conflicts must be transformed due to the virus and its hazardous effect 
on people’s health and life. Moreover, it seems to be the biggest challenge because it con-
sists of several differently directed components that are internally connected.

The current reality concerning armed conflicts participants requires reducing the 
chances of a COVID outbreak –social distancing and vaccination, the need to identify 
and treat COVID cases, and the need to provide support to cases of “extended COVID” 
effects. Every country must include legal and financial provisions that account for issues 
associated with recruits who have previously had COVID. 

On the other hand, traumatic experiences in war zones are often widespread and 
affect many exposed individuals (Almoshmosh, 2016). For example, in Operations Iraqi 
Freedom (OIF) and Enduring Freedom (OEF), approximately 11-20 out of every 100 
Veterans (or between 11-20%) had PTSD in a given year. In the Gulf War (Desert Storm), 
about 12 out of every 100 veterans (or 12%) had PTSD in a given year. In the Vietnam 
War, close to 15 out of every 100 veterans (or 15%) were diagnosed with PTSD in the 
National Vietnam Veterans Readjustment Study in the late 80s. It is estimated that about 
30 out of every 100 (or 30%) Vietnam veterans have had PTSD in their lifetime. Other 
factors in a combat situation can add more stress to an already stressful situation. This 
may contribute to PTSD and other mental health problems (US Department of Veterans 
Affairs, 2020).

PTSD characteristics involve symptoms from four clusters: intrusiveness, avoidance, 
negative changes in cognition and mood, and changes in excitability and reactivity. In the 
context of the criminological problem, PTSD can be considered as (i) a criminogenic fac-
tor (this conclusion is explained by the statistical increase in the number of war veterans 
in the criminal justice system); (ii) a factor that increases the victimization of a person who 
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has PTSD (the likelihood of becoming a victim of crime is increased by the other party to 
an armed conflict, and the possible development of “social outsider” in such persons; and 
(iii) a factor of suicidal behavior (Chernyshov, 2020). Thus, the prospects for combatants 
in modern medical law may be represented as answers to the modern challenges that are 
still obstacles for active participants of military conflicts in many countries.

Furthermore, the psychological effects of war trauma are common and present in 
many ways at an individual level and affect communities as a whole (Almoshmosh, 2016). 
PTSD is a spectrum disorder whose symptoms show psychological and neurobiological 
dysregulation and low functionality of a person on the social plane (Selimbasic, 2020). 
For example, war veterans’ traumatic experiences can impact the psychopathology de-
velopment in their children’s lives. The epidemiological studies so far indicate the link 
between the post-traumatic stress disorder of war veterans and their children’s mental 
problems (Selimbasic, 2020). 

Thus, rehabilitation as a health strategy, incorporating rehabilitation medicine, reha-
bilitation therapies, and assistive technology, is poised to become the key health strategy 
of the 21st century (Stucki et al., 2018). Furthermore, constructing a relationship with 
the surrounding environment will allow the use of external resources in extreme situations 
and contribute to the continuous enrichment of the soldier’s personality (Prykhodko, 
2018). Thus, rehabilitation plays an essential role in constructing a combatants’ daily and 
professional reality and can even improve civilians’ comfortable and safe communication 
with them. 

The legal and ethical questions should address how much of this is the responsibility 
of the military health system or a broader state health system. These questions should 
provide opportunities for dialogue and intergroup interaction to create an atmosphere of 
acceptance and enable reconciliation with members of society who reject former combat-
ants based on their altered identity (Gluecker et al., 2021).

PTSD
The modern reality dictates the challenges concerning combatants that must be overcome 
through standard state interaction and different instruments. Although the challenges are 
primarily financial, their origin and escalation are closely connected with each county’s 
internal and external policy. Given its compelling regulatory-protective nature at national 
and international levels, the role of jurisprudence in this process is significant. Modern 
medical law research and achievements could represent current law concerning the le-
gal status of combatants and their efficient rehabilitation. Thus, this field of law should 
spare no effort to study and define guidelines and mechanisms to drive its performance 
concerning active participants of military conflicts. In our view, the challenges faced by 
combatants in pandemic and post-pandemic times can be divided into types. 
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One of these is a financial-social type that involves two interconnected elements. On 
the one hand, the proper state response to set additional financing for this military pur-
pose in their budget expenditure. On the other, developing programs under systematic 
state control for social care for combatants to support them financially.

These programs should focus on housing for combatants, employment for military 
conflict participants, and socio-communicative projects for their rehabilitation. The last 
component must include state-supported mandatory psychical programs to help combat-
ants readapt to civilian life. The social support may include job-finding assistance, occu-
pational training, or microcredit provision, as well as various community-based activities 
(Wang et al., 2016). This process may also involve non-governmental organizations. 

The state links the granting of the status of a participant in hostilities to the emer-
gence of several benefits aimed at making life easier for soldiers after returning to civilian 
life. For example, one of the declared rights is the possibility of obtaining housing by 
the state. However, this privilege sometimes becomes a problem because the demand for 
affordable housing far exceeds its supply (Cherneha et al., 2020).

The success of the implementation of rehabilitation and readaptation programs for 
combat veterans depends on the perfection, timeliness of adoption of critical legal acts, 
proper financing and rational use of budgetary allocations, effective management on the 
principles of public-private partnership, and cooperation of state organs and non-govern-
mental organizations (Pantielieieva et al., 2020). 

The medical type is focused on the medical potential represented, on the one hand, 
by its treatment and technological possibilities, and qualification of its medical personnel, 
on the one other. These two components depend on the state’s support to the medical 
industry, technological development, and proper modern training of future doctors and 
personnel to deal with combatants’ external and, more importantly, their internal issues. 
For example, PTSD affects not only the soldier but also their families. 

Secondary traumatic stress (STS), for instance, has been strongly evidenced in part-
ners of veterans seeking help. This topic’s importance and the lack of clarity afforded by 
the currently available evidence suggests a pressing need for further work to examine this 
subject in more detail (Diehle et al., 2017). Post-traumatic stress disorder in war veterans 
has a strong impact on the mental status of their children and younger adolescents. There 
is a strong association with behavioral problems, emotional difficulties, distress and stress 
reactions, and neuroticism in children and younger adolescents. Post-traumatic stress dis-
order of war veterans who are parents is a strong predictor for developing psychopatholog-
ical symptoms in children and young adolescents. Children and young adolescents are at 
increased risk of developing psychopathological symptoms in adulthood due to secondary 
traumatization (Selimbasic, 2020). 
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This component is represented by the general state legislative system that is con-
tained in each country’s medical law. What is more, besides traditional rights issues, this 
field of law must present answers to questions concerning, for example, the satisfaction of 
positive and negative reproductive rights, rights to euthanasia, and transplantology for the 
combatants in pandemic and post-pandemic times.

We believe that states must be fully responsible for the healthcare of armed conflicts 
participants and veterans in the form of pre-conflict, conflict, and post-conflict medical 
care and treatment, particularly those with physical or mental health issues. In times of 
COVID-19, the mentioned covers the legal implications of the post-COVID require-
ments of a military health service.

Prospects of combatants in modern medical law and their rehabilitation               
in pandemic and post-pandemic times
Conflict is not a positive event; however, the situations created by conflict could become 
a vehicle for women’s empowerment. According to Yadav (2021), “conflict created the 
space for critical reflexivity, leading to significant transformations of gender relations and 
cultural practices.” The modern development of society, technology, and science deter-
mines the need for human rights; it becomes the basis for the emergence of new rights 
directly related to humankind’s progressive development (Titko et al., 2020). In condi-
tions of global changes and social transformations under modern challenges, the role of 
an educational function of law is quite significant (Myronets et al., 2020). 

Here, we present our vision of the prospects for active military conflict participants 
in medical law in modern-day conditions by distinguishing their specific features. For 
example, they could include the following characteristics: 

-  subjects with a military status whose health recovery specifics must be regulat-
ed by modern medical law; 

-  a patient who had COVID-19 during military duties, as reserve personnel, or 
before acquiring the combatant status; and

-  a combatant’s decision-making right in case of lethal outcomes resulting from 
military conflict or its negative influence.

All of the above-mentioned features characterize the types of challenges mentioned 
previously for the active participants of military conflicts. Thus, merely a proper response 
to these can ensure the implementation of combatants’ possibilities in their actual life, 
professional activity, and even as ordinary civilians after their military career. Similarly, 
we present our vision of the prospects of addressing the combatants’ challenges and their 
position in medical law in pandemic and post-pandemic conditions. 

A financial-social prospect predicts the need to finance combatants’ health and so-
cial rehabilitation. The first one may be for combatants diseased with COVID-19 during 
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military service, those contracting the virus while in reserve, and even those who acquired 
the infection before participating in military conflicts. Their medical treatment and health 
care must be provided according to specific procedures and protocols developed specifi-
cally for combatants. Negligence by the state concerning these groups can place other 
groups at risk. Especially if the disease occurs within acting military officers or reservists.

For example, one of the consequences for patients after COVID-19 is delayed re-
action and thought process. For acting armed conflict participants, this situation can be 
dangerous, given that reacting slowly to outside threats may lead to physical traumas and 
even death. Other consequences could include communication difficulties, affecting the 
combatants’ perception of commands. Even personnel in reserve can also face person-
al and professional communication obstacles. This consequence and its legal regulation 
require further scientific research, and, undoubtedly, it must be addressed by modern 
medical law. 

A similar approach is required in the case of combatants’ health rehabilitation in-
volving transplantology. The modern states must develop and improve appropriate legal 
regulation regarding cases in which military personnel require organ transplants for life 
continuation. Rehabilitation must be integrated fully into a nation’s health system and be 
explicitly strengthened, specifically at the primary care level, to increase access and achieve 
its full potential (Heinemann et al., 2020). 

Ultrabilitation is a new and promising concept that promotes the notion of flour-
ishing in rehabilitation settings. It focuses on moving beyond or around recovery and 
permitting novel forms of adjustment that complement the more standard outcomes 
relating to alleviating functional deficits (Kapur, 2020). A significant number of trau-
matized combat veterans require creating a comprehensive system of effective physical 
rehabilitation. The primary task is developing a rehabilitation and reintegration system 
for combat veterans based on the state and society’s consolidation of efforts and com-
prehensive support. It should be adapted to the national historical, political, economic, 
legal, and socio-cultural contexts, focusing on implementing a better foreign experience 
(Pantielieieva et al., 2020).

Military service members become more open to new experiences after undergoing 
psychological reinstatement training; it provides them with psychological security, new 
means of interaction, and security in addressing new tasks and tackling difficult life situa-
tions (Prykhodko, 2018). At the same time, current medical law must provide a modern 
response to possible lethality for military conflicts participants regarding decision-making 
on their lives and body organs. We mean that theoretically, before the military service, 
every future combatant has a right to express concern regarding their right to euthanasia 
or its rejection based on their religious positions. 

The same can be applied to combatants’ organs. Military members should take part 
in decisions regarding their organs and their transplant into other individuals according 
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to their personal stance. Euthanasia and organ transplant issues are not properly regulated 
by modern medical law in every country; this requires rethinking and development. A 
similar situation is evident regarding positive and negative reproductive rights implemen-
tation. A causal connection between an individual’s involvement in a military conflict and 
the impossibility of having children after said participation requires specific programs to 
be developed and financially supported by states, especially in pandemic times, to pro-
vide, for example, in vitro fertilization. 

Modern medical law must provide a legal response on these issues. Concurrently, 
this field of law must decide, for example, whose interests must be protected in case of 
pregnancies concerning abortion decisions. Statistics show that female combatants have 
a higher incidence of medical problems than their male counterparts. Many of these 
problems are unique to their gender, physical attributes, and physiology (Mathai & Kalra, 
2018). Moreover, ethical issues and challenges are part and parcel of the practice of med-
icine (Pingree et al., 2020). Therefore, modern medical law must also pay attention to 
similar combatant-related issues in pandemic and post-pandemic times.

The second social part of the first prospect requires rethinking combatants’ dwell-
ing, professional, and communication needs during their military activity and especial-
ly after it; this requires the participation of states and non-governmental organizations. 
Furthermore, the role of communication disorder rehabilitation is quite significant due 
to the possibility of psychical traumas for the participants of military conflicts and the ac-
quisition of post-traumatic syndrome. We believe psyche rehabilitation programs should 
be compulsory for combatants, especially in developing countries that are ineffective con-
cerning PTSD.

Psychological rehabilitation programs for military service members and combatants 
help restore an individual’s emotional self-regulation and neutralize aggressive manifesta-
tions, allowing higher tolerance of others, reducing the risk of maladaptation in extreme 
conditions, and increasing neuro-psychological stability to improve communication abil-
ities and control consciousness over behavior (Prykhodko, 2018). The previous defines 
the second medical prospect concerning combatants in medical law for the pandemic and 
post-pandemic times. Countries’ medical potentials may be implemented under appro-
priate state policy and financing this industry’s technological development. 

Educational programs to prepare medical personnel to satisfy the modern needs of 
COVID-2019 and post-COVID-2019 conditions regarding combatants’ treatment and 
rehabilitation must be developed and supported by the states. Prevention of human rights 
violations is a key part of the protective policy of every country in the world (Myronets 
et al., 2019). Thus, the third prospect, the legal component, requires painstaking and at-
tentive work by each state and the entire international community to create and develop 
adequate legal regulations for the processes mentioned above and the effective protection 
of the participants’ rights and freedoms, given the needs of current pandemic and future 
post-pandemic conditions of combatants’ activity performing. 
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Conclusion 
It has been shown here that the rights, freedoms, and interests of active military conflict 
participants during these times of pandemic and post-pandemic are strongly reflected in 
modern medical law. There is an urgency to regulate this group’s relations, activity, protec-
tion, and legal possibilities. Combatants’ status is complicated because it combines three 
concurrent components specific to modern medical law. The first one involves their status 
as ordinary patients, perhaps, with specific needs. The second is that their needs are based 
on specific requirements concerning the medical treatment of COVID-19. The third is 
that they combine the first and second components because they are combatants, becom-
ing a specific group that may require medical treatment during their military activity and 
even after when they are in reserve. 

Current challenges concerning combatants in modern pandemic reality and medical 
law are divided into financial-social, medical, and legal types. Prospects concerning the 
researched issue have the following features: 

1)  a military status individual whose specific health recovery must be regulated by 
modern medical law; 

2)  a patient status individual who has had COVID-2019 during military duties, 
while in reserve, or before acquiring the combatant status; and 

3)  a combatant’s right to make decisions in case of lethal consequences resulting 
from military conflict or its negative influence.

Our vision of prospect is in line with the mentioned challenges for combatants 
and their position in medical law in pandemic and post-pandemic conditions. A finan-
cial-social prospect predicts the need to finance combatants’ health and social rehabili-
tation, including mandatory participation in psyche recovery programs, dwelling, and 
work-searching programs. The medical prospect predicts the development of an appro-
priate state policy for the medical industry, its constant financial support, and training of 
medical personnel ready to satisfy the modern needs of COVID-19 and post-COVID-19 
conditions concerning combatants’ treatment and rehabilitation.

A potential perspective concerning the combatants’ psychological support entails 
developing appropriate state programs for their psychological rehabilitation. This requires 
the involvement of physicians dealing with this group based on fundamental specialized 
theoretical knowledge and their significant experience. Countries must provide specific 
education in higher institutions to train psychologists to treat this category of military 
personnel specifically. The treatment must include pre-conflict, conflict, and post-conflict 
psychological professional support for combatants. 

The need for funding must be satisfied by budgetary assignations involving non-
state organizations’ financial participation. The budgetary assignations can include a spe-
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cific tax, such as military contribution, in countries involved in a military conflict. Thus, 
the peoples’ financial participation can be incorporated as a form of monetary help to the 
combatants.

The legal prospect requires painstaking and attentive work on the level of every 
state and the whole international community to create and develop an adequate legal 
regulation of the mentioned processes and the effective protection of their participants’ 
rights and freedoms, given the needs of the current pandemic and future post-pandemic 
conditions of combatants’ activity performing. Modern medical law must present its legal 
response on issues like the combatants’ treatment involving transplantology, positive and 
negative reproductive rights, and decision-making concerning euthanasia. An effective 
policy that addresses combatants’ issues, states can provide a general national policy to 
protect every member of society.
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