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EDITORIAL
A scientific publication can be described as the set of elements 
and procedures supporting, controlling, and disseminating the 
process researchers use to present their results with the purpose 
of contributing to the circulation of knowledge. An electronic 
scientific publication is a scientific work using digital format 
for editing purposes, in the available resources. The digital 
technology has facilitated the work dissemination and along with 
the production and distribution, it has allowed limitless access to 
data searching and compiling. It is the responsibility of the user to 
respect the rights around different sources leading to one of the 
fundamental characteristics -not yet resolved- in the production of 
digital material: The concept of intellectual property. 

Accordingly, the intellectual works are protected by copyrights, 
along with the electronic edition, distribution, and so on. However, 
information is considered a public good, there is no protection 
for ideas, so for society to make use of these ideas, its free 
dissemination is essential, being completely coherent that both, 
the author and the journal, receive the incentive for their work and 
for the support and distribution of the material, respectively.

Some advantages of electronic resources such as the speed of 
dissemination, the costs of publication, the ease of search and 
compilation, are opposed to some disadvantages such as the ease 
of copying, partial or total modification without permission of the 
author, publication of material without scientific rigor in digital 
media, situations certainly affecting the moral and patrimonial 
rights of the authors. 

Copyright is a legal discipline conferring the patrimonial and moral 
rights to the creator/author of a work. It is the direct and enduring 
connection of the author with his work, and of the work with society. 
The purpose of copyright is to protect the author/right holders 
against infringement, to guarantee commercial dissemination and 
to safeguard the products [1]. Moral rights are personal and non-
transferable, corresponding exclusively to the author of a work; 
they are inalienable, recognizing the paternity of the author on 
the work and respect for the integrity of it. These rights grant the 
author bundle of different rights regarding their work [2]:

-To cite the authors and the title of the publication each time it is
used, published or disclosed.

-To avoid transformations or adaptations, if these affect the
author’s reputation.

-To keep the work unpublished or publish it anonymously or under 
a pseudonym.

-To modify the work at any time and withdraw it from the circulation, 
after payment of any compensation involved.

These rights appear with the creation of the work, without the need 
for registration and belong to the author, they cannot be alienated, 
or seized, and are endless.

The patrimonial rights are economic, waivable, can be seized, 
expropriated, are transferable and temporary, they cannot be used 
without the consent of the holder of the same. The author or owner 
of the patrimonial rights may assign the rights to another person 
or authorize their use (copy, reproduction, public presentation, 
translation, adaptation, etc.) considering time limits, coverage and 
economic retribution [2]

Generally, when an author publishes an article in a journal, he 
transfers the patrimonial or exploitation rights to the journal 
through a “copyright transfer letter” or an “edition agreement” 
prior to the publication of the article. Thus, the journal is authorized 
to:

• Reproduction: Fixation of the article in a media that allows its
communication and obtaining copies of all or part of it.

• Distribution: Making available to the public the original or copies
of the article, through its sale, rental, loans or otherwise.

The scientific publications deposited in the open access 
repositories are protected by copyright. The holder of the rights 
has the faculty to give permission or authorization to the journal 
to make use of the publication. This permit has the nature of a 
contract and is called a license. Once the Journal is conferred the 
intellectual property rights of an article assigned by the authors, 
it can determine the uses allowed to the end users, for example, 
through the Creative Commons licenses. These licenses allow 
certain uses under certain conditions [3, 4]: 

Attribution: This license allows others to distribute, 
remix, adjust and build upon their work, even for commercial 
purposes, provided that the authorship of the original creation is 
recognized. This is the most helpful license offered. Recommended 
for optimum dissemination and use of the materials subject to the 
license.

Attribution-No Derivative Works: This license allows 
redistribution, commercial or non-commercial, as long as the work 
circulates intact and unchanged, giving credit to the author.

 Attribution-No Commercial-No Derivative: This 
license is the most restrictive of the six main licenses, since it only 
allows others to download the works and share them with other 
people, as long as their authorship is acknowledged, but they can 
not be changed in any way nor they can be used commercially.

Attribution-Non-commercial: This license allows 
others to distribute, remix, display, and  perform from the work 
in a non-commercial manner and, although their new works must 
always mention the original author and be kept non-commercial, 
they are not forced to license derivative works under the same 
conditions.

Attribution-Non-commercial-Share-alike: This 
license allows others to distribute, remix, display and perform 
from the original work in a non-commercial manner, as long as 
they give credit to the author and license their new creations under 
the same conditions.

Attribution-Share-alike: This license allows others 
to remix, display and perform from the original work, even for 
commercial purposes, as long as they give the author the credits 
and licence their new creations under the same conditions. This 
license is usually compared to the “copyleft” licenses of free 
software and open source. All new works based on the original 
will carry the same license, so any derivative work will also allow 
commercial use.
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