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Abstract

Introduction. The study addresses the
competencies evaluated, that is, the Generic
competencies and the Specific competencies,
within the framework of the normative
structure established by the Colombian
Institute for the Evaluation of Education-
ICFES, about the examination presented by
future professionals in education. Objective.

Education with emphasis on Mathematics,
Humanities, and Spanish Language obtained
in 2019. Methodology. For this purpose, the
official information of the results that are
published in the ICFES databases is used to
determine the level of comparison between
the results of the related competencies with
the data obtained in the institution and at the
national level. The study is developed under
a non-experimental research approach of

a descriptive type, where the percentage
relationships of systematic comparison
are established between the results of the

Carry out a study on the perception of the
analysis of the results of the Saber Pro tests
that students of the bachelor's degree in Basic

—
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program, the institution, branch, and the
nationalaverage. Conclusions. Every student
takes these standardized tests as a mandatory
requirement to obtain their professional
diploma, as contemplated by the policies in
Colombia. In addition, it is worth mentioning
that the individual and institutional efforts
made to demonstrate excellent outcomes in
ahomogeneoustestaimed ataheterogeneous

population directed by State agencies. They
leave out of the radar the different contextual,
methodological conditions, and opportunities
students have, toaccessinformation. Here we
talk about future teachers.

Keywords: Saber Pro Test, Educational
Quality, Competencies, Standardized Tests.

Percepcao sobre os resultados
dos testes do sabre profissional
nos alunos do bacharelado em
educacao basica

Resumo

Introducao. O estudo aborda as
competéncias avaliadas, ou seja,
competéncias genéricas e competéncias
especificas, noambito da estrutura normativa
estabelecida pelo Instituto Colombiano
de Avaliacao da Educacao-ICFES, com
referéncia ao exame apresentado pelas
futuras profissoes em educacao. Objetivo.
Realizar um estudo da percepcao da analise
dos resultados dos testes Saber Pro que os
alunos do Bacharelado em Educacdo Basica
com énfase em Matematica, Humanidades
e Lingua Espanhola apresentaram em 2019.
Metodologia. Para este fim, sao utilizadas
as informacoes oficiais sobre os resultados
publicados nas bases de dados do ICFES,
por meio das quais é possivel determinar o
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nivel de comparacao entre os resultados das
competéncias relacionadas, com os dados
obtidos na instituicdo e a nivel nacional. O
estudo é realizado sob uma abordagem de
pesquisa descritiva, nao experimental e
equivocada, na qual asrelacoes percentuais
de comparacao sistematica sao estabelecidas
entre os resultados do Programa, da
Instituicao, da Sede e da média nacional.
Conclusoes. Cada estudante faz os testes
padronizados como um requisito obrigatério
para obter seu diploma profissional, como
previsto na regulamentacao colombiana.
Além disso, vale destacar os esforcos
individuais e institucionais feitos para
demonstrar excelentes resultados em um
teste homogéneo dirigido a uma populacao
heterogénea, dirigida por érgaos do Estado,
queignoraasdiferentes condicoes contextuais
e metodolodgicas e oportunidades de acesso a
informacao para aqueles que sao treinados
como graduados.

Palavras-chave: saber pro, qualidade
educacional, competéncias, testes
padronizados.
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Percepcion en los resultados
de las pruebas Saber Pro en los
estudiantes de la licenciatura
en educacion basica

Resumen

Introduccion. El estudio aborda las
competencias evaluadas, es decir, las
competencias genéricas y las competencias
especificas en el marco de la estructura
normativa que establece el Instituto
Colombiano para la Evaluacion de la
Educacion (ICFES), en referencia al examen
que presentan los futuros profesiones en
educacion. Objetivo. Realizar un estudio de
percepcion del analisis de los resultados de
las pruebas Saber Pro que los estudiantes
de la Licenciatura en Educacién Basica con
énfasis en Matematicas, Humanidades vy
Lengua Castellana presentaronenelano 2019.
Metodologia. Para este propdsito se hace uso
de lainformacion oficial de los resultados que
se publican en las bases de datos del ICFES,

mediante la cual es posible determinar el
nivel de comparacion entre los resultados de
las competencias relacionadas con los datos
obtenidos en la institucidény a nivel nacional.
El estudio de desarrolla bajo un enfoque
de investigacion mixta no experimental de
tipo descriptivo, en donde se establecen las
relaciones porcentuales de comparacién
sistematica, entre los resultados del programa,
la institucion, la sede y la media nacional.
Conclusiones. Cada estudiante presenta las
pruebas estandarizadas como un requisito
obligatorio paraobtener sutitulo profesional,
segun lo contempla la norma en Colombia.
Ademds, conviene senalar los esfuerzos
individuales e institucionales que se realizan
parademostrar excelentesresultados enuna
prueba homogénea dirigida a una poblacion
heterogénea, direccionada por organismos
estatales que dejan de lado las diferentes
condiciones contextuales, metodoldgicas y
de oportunidades de acceso a la informacion
para quienes se forman como licenciados.

Palabrasclave: SaberPro, calidad educativa,
competencias, pruebas estandarizadas.

Introduction

The purpose of the research is to carry
out a perception study through the results
obtained in the Saber Pro tests of students of
the bachelor'sdegree in Basic Education with
an emphasis on Mathematics, Humanities, and
Spanish Language in 2019. This dissertation
establishes a relationship of results with the
program, the institution, and the national
average asastrategy of systematiccomparison.
In addition, it addresses the reference
comparison between theyears 2016 and 2019.
Called Saber Pro Tests, they constitute one
of the graduation requirements that students
aspiring to receive their professional degree
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should take, according to the provisions of the
Ministry of National Education of Colombia.
The administration of Saber Pro Test results
is the responsibility of the Colombian Institute
for the Evaluation of Education.

Therefore, students must take the Saber
Pro Testalmostatthe end of their professional
training. This based on Decree 3963 of 2009.
The main objective of this test is checking
the level of development of students’
competences who are about to obtain their
diploma as professionals.

Inaddition, the results allow the production
of value-added indicators and serve as a
source of information for the construction of
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indicators for evaluating the quality of higher
education programs and institutions (ICFES,
2021); thisis how ICFES defines a conceptual
and theoretical foundation for the tests
construction. Itis supported by the educational
community to which they are addressed.
The instruments of the test must include
the references set forth in the theoretical
framework in such a way that the generic
competences expected in all professional
undergraduate programs are harmonized.
Meanwhile, the specific competencies are
determined by the profession being evaluated;
thus, the professionals object of study of this
research are framed in the field of education.

Analyses such as those presented in this
research allow university administrative in
Colombia to identify the level of educational
quality in which the programs are located
and, therefore, undergraduate students. In
addition, the results obtained constitute a point
of reference against the academic competence
of other institutions that measure students”’
educational performance with the same
level. Inthissense, the research purposeisto
diagnose the state of undergraduate programs.
Specifically, this case addresses the training
of teachers in Basic Education. It is also
meant that the results could help to establish
Improvement Plans that allow mitigating the
challengesthatthe currenttrainingdemands.
In addition, to generate opportunities for
change that strengthen methodologies,
curricular plans, and evaluation within
the program, to respond with quality to the
standardized measurement.

State of the Art

At the beginning of the epistemological
debate about standardized tests in Colombia,
and the case of the Saber Pro tests aimed
at students of undergraduate professional
programs of the differentinstitutions of Higher
Education -IES. It is advisable to develop a
theoretical foundation for standardized tests
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of the homogeneous connotation that aim to
measure studentsand HEls. These institutions
have a heterogeneous population in certain
conditions of accessibility, coverage, and quality
of education, far from theideals outlinedin the
government plans and the normsissued by the
Ministry of National Education.

Standardized Tests and the University

Conceptualizing standardized tests is not
an easy assignment because of the different
perspectives the discussion can be presented.
For Harvey and Green (1993]) standardized
tests constitute a set of tasks under standard
conditions designed to measure some aspect
of a person knowledge, skills, or personality.
While for Ahumada et al. (2019), standardized
testsare considered, as evaluationinstruments
thatallowrecognizing population groups with
specific educational needs, determining the
factorsthatimpact students” performance and
verifying howan educational system develops
or evolves. This process leads to identifying
differentaspects that characterize the purpose
of standardizing tests to measure education.

Hughey (2018) states that standardized
tests have been endemic to the academic
culture for the last century. They are still
woefully entangled at all levels of our
educational institutions. Therefore, signs
came-up suggesting that perhapsthe practice
has reached the limit of its usefulness as
an assessment tool. This process leads us
to rethink the sense of standardized tests
as an objective for measuring educational
quality, with objectivity being an element in
this discussion. In this sense, Tristan-Lopez
and Pedraza-Corpus (2017) define objectivity
as a necessary attribute that must be clearly
detailed to satisfy the scientific purposes of
any evaluation project in health sciences,
social sciences, and education; as well as in
each of the stages of production and use of
standardized tests.
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Based on the given debates, standardized
tests are evaluation instruments that aim to
measure the strengths and weaknesses of the
academic competencies acquired by students
at certain stages of their training process. Asa
result, standardized test results also serve as
aninstrumentfor categorizing the educational
quality provided by institutions. These results
are the criticalitem of analysis by international
organizations that do not see with objectivity
the conditions and scope of tests in contexts
with more vulnerability of access to knowledge.

[t should be noted that standardized tests,
carried outaround the world, are promoted by
international organizations, for example, the
main tests that are known internationally are
among others: The program for International
Student Assessment (PISA), the Study of
Trends in Mathematics and Science (TIMMS],
the Evaluation of Adult Competencies
(PIAAC], the Third Regional Comparative and
Explanatory Study (TERCE]). At the national
level, the National Plan for the Evaluation of
Learning (PLANEA] tests in Mexico or SABER
in Colombia can be found.

In many educational scenarios, there
is a latent discussion that analyzes the
effectiveness of standardized tests to measure
the quality of education offered in Colombian
institutions. Meanwhile, thereis concern about
subgroup differencesin standardized testsand,
during this situation, itis suggested that these
tests should be replaced by holistic evaluations
of unstructured application materials, which
according to their proponents show less bias
(Dalaletal, 2022).

According to Tristan-Lopez and Pedraza-
Corpus (2017), there are five fundamentaland
distinctive properties noticed in interpreting
the results, eliminating, orreducing the biases
induced by the influence of stereotypes and
preferences in the design of the instrument
or the appreciation of judges. There exist
otherfactors that can affect the ethical use of
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the results of the tests. They are specificity,
neutrality, independence, impartiality, and
impersonality. These would be characteristics
that, according to the authors’ judgment,
would lead to determining results closer to
the reality of education, far from the idealisms
of governments, subject to the approval of
international organizations that associate
the educational level with the incursion of
individualsintoasociety of productive economy.

Saber Pro and its involvement in higher
education

With Decree 1781 of 2003, the Ministry of
Education of Colombia-MEN established the
obligatory nature of the presentation of the State
Quality Exams of Higher Education-ECAES,
today called Saber PRO Tests and regulated
by Decree 3963 of 2009. Since 2008 MEN
undertook actions aimed at the formulation
of generic or transversal competencies to
all the nuclei of training programs in higher
education, which make it possible to monitor
the quality of higher education in the country
and that can become the articulating element
of alleducational levels (Timaran-Pereiraetal,,
2021). The national government has promoted
the development of proposals that allow the
evaluation of educationin Colombiaatall levels.
The evaluation results will be the reference
to determine the plans for improvement and
curricular and pedagogical restructuring.
Also, applied tests must reach the standards
provided by public entities, set in the goals of
the generic and specific competencies.

The literature also suggests that the Saber
Pro Tests are a strategy implemented by the
government toidentify the levels of educational
quality. In addition, this test establishes
improvement plans that contribute to
overcomingthedifficulties and low percentages
evidenced in the development of professional
skills that would impact social advancement,
industrial and the country economy (Poveda et
al.,2021).Inthissense, ICFES definesa purpose

Perception on Saber Pro tests results in the bachelor’s degree in basic education students

/ - Revista Lasallista de Investigacion -

140



Derly Francedy Poveda Pineda, José Antonio Chacdn Benavides

José Eriberto Cifuentes Medina

forthese exams, considering a standardization
of 151 questionsinthe Generic Competences
module, in addition to the modules of Specific

Table 1. Saber Pro Test

Competences organized by Basic Knowledge
Nuclei (Table 1).

SABER PRO

Specific Competences

Objective General Competences (4 Modules)
Critical Reading (35 ti
Assess the degree of " |c§ .ea gl .ques ions] )
development of general Quantitativereasoning(35Questions] g por pro Cores of

and skills and knowledge
of students who have passed
75 % of the credits of their
professional studies

Citizen Competences (35 Questions)
Written communication (1 Open question)
English (45 Questions)

Total 151 questions

Knowledge (NBC] (Select
between 1 and 3 specific
modules)

Source: ICFES (2018).

Chaves-Manzano and Orddénez-Ldpez
(2020) argue that until the ‘80s, evaluation
was to measure, examine, and test, among
some concepts. As time went by, evaluation
processes begun to be conceived as an
integral process, where not only knowledge
is evaluated but students and teachers’
aptitudes, attitudes and didactic. All of this
regarding the evaluation process promoted
with the implementation of the State tests. In
this sense, evaluation becomes a process that
brings multiple aspects that can determine
the measurement of educational processes.
Therefore, Moreno etal. (2018) affirm that the
quality of professionals in education does not
depend solely on improving the results in the
Saber tests but also on designing adequate
curricula that match the education policies
according to the country’'s needs. The faculties
of education play a critical role since they are
the calls to propose curricula following the
Colombian contexts and scenarios.

Relationship between Educational Quality and
Saber Pro Test

The concept of higher education quality
is not new. According to Ruben (2018), this
concept has looked for excellenceinteaching,
research, and the projection of activities in
society. However, talking about educational
quality involves the adjustment of the different
scenarios that converge in the robust training
processesthatrespondtothe currentdemands
of society. In this way, in the perspective of
Rangel (2019), for Colombia, Sabertestsarea
valuable instrumentindecision-makinginthe
educational service and constitute the basis
for reorienting processes of improvement in
the quality of education.

Ensuring students reach rigorous standards
isacrucialgoalof equityin education. However,
many questions the value of standardized
testing, as the opportunity to receive a high-
quality education and graduate adequately
prepared for university-levelacademic studies

/ - Revista Lasallista de Investigacion -
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remains inequitable (Jiménezy Boser, 2021).
To constructa concept of quality that responds
to the reality of education, research on this
matter suggests contemplating four elements:
Excellence, Resources, Merit,and Added Value
and Results (Figure 1), which energize the
closest definition of the topic.

Meanwhile, the dialogue of knowledge
around the quality of education and its
relationship with saber tests continues.
Cifuentes etal. (2018) affirm that evaluation
isnotonly a matter of standardized tests, and
the quality is not only the result of them. They
arejust one of the aspects of the educational
system. We should not only see the results of

nationaland international standardized tests
but see the systemin generaland understand
that there is a need to advance towards the
quality of education with evaluation help.
The educational quality approach has
transformed into organizational quality,
developed in the industrial and business
environment. That is, we went from an
educative quality concept supported by an
unstructured ideal of improvement built
on subjective evaluations to quality based
on results involving factors of efficiency,
productivity, and improvement evaluated
through objective measurements over time
(Delahoz-Dominguez et al., 2020).

Figure 1. Elements to build the concept of quality
Source: Taken from Ahumada et al. (2019), modified Giraldo, Abad y Diaz, (s. f.).

These debates seek to determine the
link between educational quality and the
results obtained in standardized tests such
as Saber Pro. Other studies affirm that it
is crucial to point out that evaluation has
become a subject of reflection not only
from the teaching perspective but also
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occupies relevant places in institutional
discussions and the interests of educational
systems. From this approach is assumed
thatthe evaluation becomesthe assessment
made from certain historical and social
permanence in each context (Parra, 2018]).
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From these statements, the theoretical
debate can be concluded by affirming that
the administrative and operational processes
proposed by a high-quality management
model impact the performance of the Saber
Pro Tests. It affects students” training since
the test only evaluates professional and work
context (Delahoz-Dominguez et al., 2020).
However, contrary to these ideas Martin Calvo
(2018) says that the quality of education is
associated with evaluation, anditis understood
as the measurement of results. A conception
underlying the conviction that the central task
of institutionsis not education but the training
of young people for immediate application
performances or skills.

Materials and Methods

The research is part of the mixed non-
experimental approach of a descriptive
type, since it accounts for the results of the
Saber Pro tests students. They are part of the
bachelor’s program in Basic Education with
Emphasis in Mathematics, Humanities and
Spanish Language from 2019. It should be
noted that the program is part of the study
offeredindistance learning with virtual support
at the Faculty of Distance Learning of the
Pedagogical and Technological University of
Colombia -UPTC. The analysis also allowed to
establish a projection through a comparison
between the results 2016 to 2019.

Table 2 describes the selected sample,
which had the participation of students
enrolled in the ninth and tenth semesters
of the program in 2019. The population is
heterogeneously composed of young people
between 18 and 25; this group has more women
than men. They all are from different regions
of the country.
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Table 2. Sample based on participating students’
gender

Gender Sample Percentage
Female 168 80 %
Male 42 20 %
Total 210 100 %

Source: Own elaboration.

The population under study corresponds
to 210 students from the Headquarters of
Tunja, Duitama, Sogamoso, Chiquinquira, and
Bogota, who took the exam. Most participants
are female students with 80% and the male
gender with 20 %.

The test results presented by the students
of the bachelor’s program are obtained from
the databases of the Colombian Institute for
the Evaluation of Education-ICFES. The results
were used to perform a descriptive analysis of
the performances obtained by the group. The
resultanalysisis protected within the informed
student’s consent. The systematization process
was carried out with the information globally
provided to the institution by the group that
presented the Saber Pro exam in 2019.

Results Discussion

The descriptive statistical analysis of the
tests presented by the students from the
bachelor’s program in Basic Education with
Emphasis in Mathematics, Humanities and
Spanish Language of the Faculty of Distance
Learning of the UPTC corresponds to the year
2019. The analysis is carried out according to
two aspects: in one hand, the results of the
Generic Competences are presented and
analyzed. Onthe other hand, specific modules
in Educationresultsand analysis are presented.
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Descriptive analysis of Generic Competences

The generic competencies correspond
to Written Communication, Quantitative

Reasoning, Critical Reading, Citizen
competencies, and English. The analysis
process begins with the overall score.

Figure 1. Average Global Score 2019

Source: Own elaboration.

Concerning Figure 1, the program
performance is lower than the institutional
average that exceeds average. In the same
way, it is below the average of the reference
group at the level of all the Universities that
offerteaching bachelor’s degree programsin
the country. In this same sense, it is evident
that the program average is also below the
reference group of the Common Basic Core
of Knowledge - NBC.

/4

Vol. 20 No. 1/ enero-junio-2023

The five modules of the Generic
Competences: Written Communication,
Quantitative Reasoning, Critical Reading,
Citizen Competences and English of the
programinrelationto the Institution, Reference
Group and NBC Reference as a projection
in relation to the positioning the bachelor’s
degree in Basic Education with emphasis
on Mathematics, Humanities and Spanish
Language.
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Figure 2. Average by generic competence modules

Source: Own elaboration.

Figure 2 shows the comparative
results between program, institution,
headquarters, and reference group. The
written communication module shows that
the program results are below the institution
and brunchesaverage. Likewise, the reference
group is below the average of the program.
In quantitative reasoning, the students’
performance is above the reference groups
but below the institutionaland brunch average.
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In relation to the critical reading module,
the students program performance is below
the averages of the reference group, the
institutional average and that of the brunches.
In the citizen competencies module, the
students program performance is below the
average of the reference group, the institution,
and the brunches. In addition, the English
module performanceis below the averages of
thereference groups, the institutional average,
and the brunches.
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Figure 3. Average generic competency modules

Source: Own elaboration.

In Figure 3, students’ performancein each
ofthe modules of generic competencies shows:
written communication, critical reading,
English, quantitative reasoning, and citizen
competencies; according toresults regarding
the general competencies of the bachelor’s
degree students and that these modules
correspond to all undergraduate programs.
A commitment from the entire community

is required, both directors of the institution,
academic unit, program, professors, and
students to continue strengthening the
modules with the best average. In the same
way, teamwork is imperative to enhance the
dynamics of the modules of lower indicators
so that better results are obtained in all the
modules of the generic competencies.

Figure 4. Comparative analysis global average score years 2016-2019

Source: Own elaboration
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From 2016 to 2019, when the program
students took the Saber Pro tests, the average
of the institution was above 150, it was a
strength for the institution. However, given the
average conditions, itis necessary to promote
spaces and contexts of motivation to design
and strengthen training and qualification
through workshops that generate interest

for students of the different undergraduate
programs. In the same way, Figure 4 shows
that the averages obtained by the students
are below the average of the reference group
during the last fouryears despite the different
strategies were promoted by the Direction,
the Curriculum Committee, and the faculty.

Figure 5. Comparative generic competences program-institution-reference group 2016-2019

Source: Own elaboration

Figure 5 shows students’ performance
in each generic modules, the competencies
are observed and compared to the institution
results and the reference group. It is evident
thatthe written communication module during
these four years is below the institutional
average but managed to keep it above the
reference group. The quantitative reasoning
module is below the institutional average
but above the reference group average. The
critical reading module is, in these four years
of analysis, below the institutional average and
below the average of the reference group.

The citizen competences module is also
below the averages of the institution and the
reference group during the years analyzed.
Likewise, with respect to the English module,
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itis also below the averages of the institution
and the reference group during these years.
Thenitis highlighted that, the modules above
are the reference group during these four
years correspond to written communication
and quantitative reasoning.

Descriptive analysis of the Specific
Competencies

The modules that comprise these
competencies correspond to the training
of Graduates, in this sense, there are three
specific competencies for this profession:
Teaching, Evaluating, and Training. Thus,
the analysis of this part of the Saber Pro Test
corresponds to compare the populationresults
with the Program and the reference group.
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Figure 6. Comparative modules of specific competences

Source: Own elaboration

In Figure 6, the results of the modules of  training of a graduate in Basic Education, it
specific competencies of the future teacher is necessary to strengthen the motivation
are observed. The Evaluate module are better  processesand design strategies to consolidate
thanthe Teachingand Trainingmodules. They  the interest in preparation in the field of
present results with a minimum percentage  pedagogyinsuch awaythatbetterresultsare
difference. Due to the implications of the  obtained in this specific test.

Figure 7. Comparative modules of specific competences program and reference group

Source: Own elaboration.
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In Figure 7, it is evident that the results of
the reference group in the modules of specific
competencies of the future graduates are above
the performances obtained by the program
students. Dynamics reflect the differentactors
of the training and preparation process in the
various aspects that concern their future
performance as education professionals.

It is evident the need for the teamwork of
both managers, teachers, and students in
terms of the pedagogical, disciplinary, and
interdisciplinary preparation of students for
professionallife also the willingness to present
the Saber Pro tests.

Figure 8. Comparative modules of specific competences program and reference group 2016-2019

Source: Own elaboration

Finally, in Figure 8, the comparison
between the results of the program and
the reference group during the last 4 years
is presented. There, it is shown that the
results of the reference group are above the
performance of the students of the programin
allthe training modules of the future graduate
in Basic Education.

Itis evidentthatthereisadifference of two
percentage pointsin the three competencies
at the program level with respect to the
reference group generates. Itisimportant to
establish spaces for reflection, which allow
to identify the motivation and responsibility
that is needed for the presentation of the
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Saber Pro Test. For the academic program
is essential to dynamize strategic plans that
awaken the interest of future graduates. The
continuous training within the pedagogical,
interdisciplinary, and disciplinary field, that
is not necessarily measured with the results
of a standardized test for a heterogeneous
population, could be in the projection of
compliance with a degree requirement.

That is, the presentation of the exam,
withouta minimum of approval, constitutes the
requirement for graduation, which is why the
projection of post-formaltraining or students’
professional performance should be supported
by a satisfactory score in this test without being
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areference of measurement for the continuity
of their studies.

Final Considerations

In the analysis of the results of the
generic competence modules in 2019, of
the bachelor’s degree in Basic Education
with emphasis on Mathematics, Humanities,
and Spanish Language students, the Written
Communication module stands out as the
bestaverage can be considered as a strength
to be enhanced. However, the Citizen
Competences module, as the one with the
lowest score on the measurement scale
exposes the weaknesses of the training of
graduatesinthe contents thatare evaluated.

In the case of specific competencies with
the highest average is Evaluate, and with only
one percentage point of difference are the
Teaching and Training modules. Concerning
the reference group, it maintains the same
differential line. Therefore, results should
allowanin-depth analysis within the program
to generate improvement plans in addition to
those already existing. The preparation for the

presentation of the Saber Pro is encouraged,
especially in what has to do with the specific
competences which concern education of
future professionals.

The preparation process and the results
derived from the Saber Pro tests are co-
responsibility between the educational
institution and its directors, the program,
the teachers, and the students. However,
for students, it does not generate a
concern of possible commitment since the
degree requirement is reached with proof
of attendance at the two sessions that
comprise the test. Consequently, there is
no difference in presentation resulting from
the results achieved.

The current regulations of the Ministry
of National Education of Colombia, state
that there are incentives for the best
results. However, these are not significantly
representative for students. Meanwhile, they
are takenintoaccount by the program and the
university to make visible the strength of the
academic offer.
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