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aBstract

Western society promotes a culture of appearance both for males and fema-
les, although dieting and the drive for thinness are more typical female con-
cerns. In contrast, men desire a larger body with more muscle instead of low 
weight. For this reason, this study aims to determine whether men who en-
dorse a strong male identity (i.e. have a high score in a masculinity scale) re-
port a higher drive for muscularity and less eating concerns than individuals 
who score low in a masculinity scale. Data obtained from 624 male students 
revealed that participants with high scores in a masculinity scale reported a 
greater drive for muscularity and less eating concerns than individuals with 
low scores.  Finally, it is discussed whether masculinity may be considered 
as a protective factor to not develop eating disorders and, at the same time, a 
risk factor to develop problems related with muscle dysmorphia.

resuMen

La sociedad occidental promueve una cultura de la apariencia para hombres 
y mujeres, aunque la dieta y la obsesión por la delgadez son más típicas 
en las mujeres. Por el contrario, para el caso de los hombres, en vez de un 
bajo peso corporal, se fomenta un cuerpo trabajado y musculado. Por esta 
razón, se estudia si los hombres con una fuerte identidad masculina (que 
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In Western cultures there is great emphasis on 
physical appearance as a determinant of people’s 
personal value (Thompson, Heinberg, Altabe & 
Tantleff-Dunn, 1999). According to the reviewed 
literature, Western society promote a culture of 
appearance for both males and females, although 
dieting and a drive for thinness are more typical 
of female concerns because a key attribute of 
female beauty is a low body weight (McKinley, 
2006). In contrast, instead of low weight, many 
men in industrialized countries desire a larger 
body, with more muscle (Bottamini, 2006). In 
other words, in industrialized countries women 
usually desire a thinner body (Swami et al., 2010) 
while men appear to idealize a muscular physique 
accompanied by minimal body fat (Behar, de la 
Barrera & Michelotti, 2002). This is especially 
relevant for male individuals high in masculi-
nity, which can be defined as a set of qualities, 
characteristics or roles generally considered 
typical of, or appropriate to, a man (Mussap, 
2008). As a matter of fact, muscularity is often 
equated with masculinity (Helgeson, 1994), a 
male characteristic that is highly emphasized 
within Western society. 

With these sociocultural norms in industriali-
zed countries, which suggest that muscularity is 
associated with masculinity, men often strive 
for a muscular physique (McFarland & Petrie, 
2012). The research conducted so far shows 
that, for example, traditional masculine norms 
(as for example, risk taking, emotional control or 
primacy of work) are significantly and positively 
correlated to drive for muscularity among college 

football players (Steinfeldt, Gilchrist, Halterman, 
Gomory & Steinfeldt, 2011). Additionally, the 
reviewed literature confirms the relationship 
between traditional masculine ideology and 
the pursuit of muscularity, but in this case, in 
a sample of school boys (Martin & Govender, 
2011). Finally, it has been proven that men’s 
greater endorsement of sexist attitudes and 
objectification of women were associated with 
drive for muscularity. This work showed that 
greater drive for muscularity was significantly 
predicted by stronger objectification of women, 
hostility towards women and sexist attitudes 
(Swami & Voracek, 2012). Altogether, these 
results suggest that men high in masculinity 
should report more drive for muscularity than 
individuals less worried about their male identity. 

Although there are not many studies about 
the relationship between masculinity and eating 
disorders, some results have shown that males 
with higher levels of body dissatisfaction also 
have lower masculinity (possessing qualities or 
characteristics considered typical of a man) sco-
res (Hospers & Jansen, 2005) and that sexual 
orientation and masculinity in males are related 
with weight concerns (Calzo, Corliss, Blood, 
Field & Austin, 2013; Toro-Alfonso, Lugo & Bo-
rrero, 2010). For this reason, in this paper it is 
suggested that the differences that may exist in 
masculinity between individuals may explain the 
reason some men are less worried than women 
about thinness (Morgan, 2012). According to this 
idea, men with high scores in masculinity scales 
would be expected to report less eating concerns. 

tienen una puntuación alta en una escala sobre masculinidad) informan de 
mayor obsesión por la musculatura y menor preocupación por la comida que 
personas con puntuaciones bajas en una escala sobre masculinidad. Los da-
tos obtenidos de 624 participantes masculinos ponen de manifiesto que las 
personas que puntuaban alto en una escala sobre masculinidad informaban 
de mayor obsesión por la musculatura y menor preocupación por la comida 
que aquellos participantes con puntuaciones bajas en la escala de masculini-
dad. Finalmente se discute si se puede considerar la masculinidad un factor 
protector en el caso de los trastornos de la conducta alimentaria y al mismo 
tiempo un factor de riesgo para la dismorfia muscular. 
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It is important to remark that other works have 
shown the opposite pattern: there is a significant 
relation between the traditional model of masculi-
nity and distorted eating behaviors (Toro-Alfonso, 
Urzúa & Sánchez, 2012; Toro-Alfonso, Walters 
& Sánchez, 2012). 

To date there are not studies about the re-
lationship that may exist between the drive for 
muscularity and eating concerns with regard 
to masculinity. For this reason, a study is con-
ducted with a sample of men to analyze whether 
men with high scores in masculinity develop less 
eating concerns and more drive for muscularity 
than individual with low scores on a scale to 
measure masculinity.

In sum, it is expected that men who endorse 
a strong male ideology will be less vulnerable 
to develop eating concerns compared with indi-
viduals with low scores on a masculinity scale 
(Martin & Govender, 2011; Steinfeldt et al., 
2011; Swami & Voracek, 2012). Additionally, it 
should be expected that male individuals who 
score high in a male gender ideology scale may 
have a greater drive for muscularity than those 
with low scores on a masculinity scale (Calzo et 
al., 2013; Hospers & Jansen, 2005).

Method

sample

Participants were 624 Spanish male students 
of the UNED (Universidad Nacional de Educación 
a Distancia) from 18 to 29 years (age: M = 25.88, 
SD = 3.65) who were enrolled in a psychology 
course and who received extra credit for their 
participation. The UNED campus is spread across 
Faculties, Colleges and Centers in Madrid (the 
Spanish capital) and the extensive network of 
Associated Centers throughout Spain and abroad. 
All participants were normal weight (Body Mass 
Index or BMI between 18 and 30; M = 24.18, 
SD = 3.05). Participants who had a BMI lower 
than 18 (underweight) or higher to 30 (obesity) 
were excluded from the final analysis in order 
to make the sample as homogenous as possible. 

Procedure

To recruit participants, male students of all 
the Spanish territory were contacted through 
the university webpage. Male students were in-
formed on the general purposes of the research 
and those who voluntarily wanted to participate 
filled out a booklet with the different question-
naires available for a short period of time in the 
webpage to be downloaded.  After completing all 
the scales, participants deliver their answers and 
submit them to the main researcher. 

The research protocol for the study was appro-
ved by the Ethical Committee of the University. 
Additionally, informed consent was appropriately 
obtained for all the participants of the study.

instruments

In order to measure whether participants 
had eating concerns, the Eating Attitudes Test 
(EAT-26) was used (English: Garner, Olmsted, 
Bohr & Garfinkel, 1982; Spanish:  Rivas, Bersa-
bé, Jiménez & Berrocal, 2010) The EAT-26 (α 
= .87) consists of 26 items scored on a 5-point 
Likert scale ranging from 1 (never) to 5 (always). 
A score was computed by averaging the 26 items 
of the scale. Higher scores on the EAT-26 reflect 
greater eating concerns. An example of this scale 
is “I am terrified about being overweight”. 

To measure pursuit of muscularity, the Drive 
for Muscularity Scale (DMS) (English: McCreary 
& Sasse, 2000; McCreary, 2007; Spanish: Escoto 
et al., 2013) was used. The DMS (α = .84) is a 
15-item measure of the extent to which people 
desire to have a more muscular body. Items on 
the DMS represent a combination of attitudes 
and behaviors and are scored on a 5-point scale 
ranging from 1 (very much like me) to 5 (not at 
all like me). Higher scores on this scale reflect a 
greater drive for muscularity. An example of this 
scale is “I wish I were more muscular”.

The Multicultural Masculinity Ideology Scale 
(MMIS) was used in order to measure male ideo-
logy (English: Doss & Hopkins, 1998; Spanish: 
Castillo-Mayén, 2011). The MMIS (α = .93) is 
scored on a 5-point Likert scale ranging from 1 
(strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree). A score 
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discussion

The results obtained show that men with 
high scores on MMIS (masculinity) report less 
eating concerns (EAT-26) and a higher drive for 
muscularity (DMS) than male individuals with 
low scores on the MMIS (the effect sizes found 

Table 1
Differences between groups (MMIS) on EAT-26 and DMS

dependent 
variables

low scores
n=137

High 
scores
n=154 f1,230 d ηp

2

EAT-26 M
SD

2.44
.85

1.97
.61

28.27** .63 .01

DMS M
SD

2.28
1.71

3.16
1.78

18.28** .51 .06

Notes: ** p<.01; All scales from 1 to 5; MMIS: Multicultural Masculinity 
Ideology Scale (male ideology); EAT-26 = Eating Attitudes Test (eating 
concerns); DMS: Drive for Muscularity Scale

was computed by averaging the 35 items of the 
MMIS. Higher scores on MMIS reflect greater 
masculinity. An example of this scale is “Guys 
should not cry even when something really bad 
happens”. 

BMI was calculated as the relationship bet-
ween weight (kg) and height squared (m). Weight 
and height were provided by the participants of 
the study.

results

Statistical analyses were conducted with the 
SPSS software (version 21.0).

In order to analyze whether men with high 
scores in masculinity (MMIS) reported less eating 
concerns (EAT-26) and greater drive for muscu-
larity (DMS), it was decided to select individuals 
with more extreme scores. 

The groups of participants were formed by 
categorizing those individuals with the higher 
and lower scores on the masculinity scale (25% 
upper and 25% below). Participants with medium 
scores were not selected for the final sample and 
were excluded of the final analysis. 

According to previous criterion, 291 indivi-
duals were selected (low score on MMIS: n =137; 
and high score on MMIS group: n = 154). These 
groups were correctly formed, given that the 
mean scores on the classification variable (MMIS) 
was significantly different between groups [low 
score on MMIS = 1.87; SD = .55 vs high score on 
MMIS = 2.65, SD = 1.13; F(1, 289) = 53.27,  p < 
.01]. A one way ANOVA was calculated with the 
extreme groups as a factor and the masculinity 
scale as a dependent variable (DV) to show that 
the groups were formed correctly. This procedure 
has been used before, showing that it is useful 
to test differences between groups with extreme 
scores (Fritz, Beneciuck & George, 2011).

Comparisons between these groups on all the 
variables (eating concerns and drive for mus-
cularity) were made by means of the Multiple 
Analysis of Variance (MANOVA). 

Cohen’s ds (Cohen, 1988) were also calculated 
as indexes of effect size. Cohen (1988) defined 
d as the difference between means divided by 
standard deviation of either group (ds ≥ .2 are 

considered medium effect sizes and ds ≥ .8 large 
effect sizes; Cohen, 1988). Additionally, partial 
eta-squared (ηp

2) were calculated to estimate 
effect sizes (Richardson, 2011). ηp

2 works like a 
correlation coefficient and it informs on a scale 
from 0 to 1 about how much of variance in the 
Dependent Variable (DV) can be account for by 
each Independent Variable (IV).

A MANOVA was conducted (see Table 1), with 
the masculinity scale (MMIS) as a factor (two 
groups: low and high scores) and EAT-26 (eating 
concerns) and DMS (Drive for Muscularity Scale), 
as DVs in order to check if the hypotheses of the 
current study could be supported. The MANOVA 
revealed a significant multivariate main effect for 
MMIS, [Wilks’ λ = .89, F (1.289) = 11.87, p <. 01]. 

The results showed that men with higher 
scores in MMIS reported less eating concerns 
than participants with lower scores in the MMIS. 
Additionally, it was found that men with higher 
scores in MMIS reported also higher scores on 
the DMS scale than in the low score group. 
The 2 Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) conducted 
revealed that the differences were statistically 
significant (see Table 1). All the effect sizes are 
medium according to Cohen´s criterion (1988). 
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all data were based on self-report, and it is possible 
that social desirability influenced participants’ 
responses. Participants were informed that their 
responses would remain confidential, and colle-
ge student samples have been found to provide 
relatively accurate self-reports of health-related 
behaviors. However, more rigorous objective mea-
sures would provide a more precise assessment. 
Finally, this is a cross-sectional study; however 
only longitudinal studies can provide insight into 
how the variables studied in this paper interact 
with different daily life stressful experiences.  
Despite these limitations, the study provides new 
data with potential applications.
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